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THE FRENCHMEN:- MADE TO PASSE 
INTO ENGLAND TENTH: YEAR'S OF” 
| RICHARD II. So ty 


T: HE your Freach king Charles ad Yhis 
uncle the = of Burgoyn, and conſtable 
Fraunce, had great defyre and affection to 20 » 


with an army into England, and all rag 7A 


and ſquires of Fraunce did very well 
thereunto, ſaiying, why ſhould not we one — . 


into Englande to fee the countrie, and to learne 


the pathes of the ſame, as they have done in 


Fraunce? 80 that forthwith great proviſion 


and furnyture fer that voyage was made in 


L-> 


Fraunce on al ſydes, and taxes and tallages 5 5 
and aſſeſſed upon the cities, townes, and b 


: 88 of the ſame, and in the plaine countries,” 


that in an hundreth yere before. there had beene 5 


none ſuch ſeene nor heard of. And alfo ou 


proviſion made by ſea all the ſommer 


. untill the moneth of September, they did — - 
thing elſe, but grinde corne, and bake biſket. 


and at Totnay, Lifle, Doway, Arras, Amiens, 


3 5 Bethine, Saint Omers, Sy in all the townes 
5 . n wo ra 
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poſe . For the Frenche king, by the advify 
of his counſaile, purpoſed to take the ſea at . 
Scluſe, and fo to ehter England, and to deftroy 
the ſame. They that were riche men in the 
realme of Praunce to the ayde and furniture of 
this voyage, were taxed and ſeaſed at the thirde 
penny and fourth parte of their goodes, and 
many payd more than they were worth befides. 
And from Spain, and from the port of Civile 
to Pruſe, there was no great ſhip on the ſea 
that the Frenchmen could lay theyr handes 
upon neyther any ſhip that was under their _ 
obeyſance, but they were reteyned für the 
French king. And his men, and his other 
.proviſion came from all partes and arryved in 
Flaundyrs, both wyne, ſalt, fleſhe, fiſne, 
otes, hay, onyons, biſket, flower, egges in 
Pipes, and all manner of thinges that could be 
devyſed, ſo that the proviſion was ſo great as it 
could not be beleved of any, but of ſuch 
as ſawe it. Beſydes this, lordes, knightes, 
e efquires, and men of warre, were written unto 
and deſyred to come and ſerve the French - 
king in this journey, out of Savoy, Almaine, 
and from the ſonne goyng downe to the lande 
of the erle of Arminack. And ſo theſe lordes 
of farre countries, as the earle of Savoye was 
ftetayned with 500 ſpeares, Alſo the earle of 
ebe Frenchmen never ſhewed.more vanitie than they 
Jicd this. year, fince the linage of Capetes began firſt to 
kule in France. All the ſhips! that they conlde provide . 
from the confines of Spaine, unto the mou h of the Rhine, 
- all long the coaſt, they aſſembled at Sluis.  Holinſhed, 
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1 and the Dolphyn of Annereney; x 
though they were of farre countries, yet they. 
made their proviſions ſo great and coftly, that 
it was a great marveyle to thinke thereof: And 
it was a wonder to conſider from whence ſuch 
proviſion” came; what by land, and what by 
fta, into Flaundyrs, as to Bruges, to Dan, and- 
to Scluſe.. Alſo. there was ſent for into Hol- 
land, Zeland, Middlebourgh, Ziriekzee, Dord- 
right, Stonehove, and to all other townes on 
the ſea- coaſt, and to the rivers enteryng into 
the ſea, for all manner of ſhippes that could do 
any ſervice, and all were brought to Scluet. _ 
But. the Hollangers and Zelanders ſayd: to them 
that reteyned them, i ye will haue our ſervice, ' 
ay us our wages cteerly, or elſe we will not go to” 
any porte, and Fi they -were payde, wherein they 
Aid wiſely. And (ſayth Froyſſart) I thinke 
that ſithen the creation of the worlde, there 
oy never ſene together ſo many great ſhippes - 
as were at the tyme at Scluſe, and at Blan- 
querge: : for, in the moneth of September, in 
the layde yere, they were numbred to be 
1287 ſhippes at Scluſe: and their maſtes ſeemed 
in the ſea lyke a great wood or foreſt. 
che Conſtable of Fraunce, his ſhip, was ap- 
parayled and furniſhed at Lenterginer in 7 
e Alſo the Conftable: of Fraunce cauſed} is be 
made in Briteyn of tymber, a 2 or A totune 
- ade lile a parte; that when they had taken lande 
in Englande, to cloſe in their fielde to lodge therein 
with: more eaſe and ſaſetie. And whenſeever they - 
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e TY take it ende in pieces, mid; * 
great number of carpenters and otbers were re- 
taned in wages to attend thereupon. And who- 
ſoever at that tyme had beene at Bruges, at 
Dan, or at Scluſe, and had ſeene the huſineſſe 
that there was in chargyng and ladyng of 
| ſhippes 515 wi — 5 of biſket, and 
. on bay peaſon, beanes, bailey, 
ſhoes, ſpurres, knyves, dag- 

* __ gers; xg: targettes, axes, . matt | 
, nayles of all ſortes, wymbles, beddes, comches,: 
torches, piche, tarre, cables, ankers, ſhot- 
powder, ordinaunce, armor, and all other 
khinges neceſſarye that might be thought upon, 
as bootes, clokes, brydles, ſcalyng ladders, and 


a number of thinges more that I cannot reherce. 


- Whoſoever: (fay th Froiffart) that had bene there 
and had ſeene K although he had bene right 
fore ficke, yet it woulde have made him to have 


forgotten dann hys diſcaſe apd paine. The . 5 


luſtis yonkers of Fraunce talking among tem- 
Wo pat almoſt: none other talke; nor made 
none other accompt, but that the Realme of 
-__ ſhoulde have beene utterly; ſpoyled 
and deſtroyed for ever and ever, without all 
mercie and recoveries”: Of this great ; prepara 
tion and provifion the king of En glande and his 
counſayle were well informed, 2 the king 
Was certainely affured that the French king 
would come into Englande, for ſo had he and 
His nobles ſworne. And 1 at the _ 15 
. hetyng of thys wonderfull great proviſion, it 
dye ä — the 2 which 
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the times in the weeke, wherin frayer was'mude 


FL hfelfe was very 8 5 the ſame wa reported to 
de den times much more then it was. The erle 
| Richard Arondell and ſyr Henry Spencer were 

ordeyned to keepe the fea with 40 great ſhippes 
well furniſhed and trimmed with the number of 


goo men of artes and 600 archers. The pro- 


viſions that were made at thys ſeaſon at Dan and 
at Sluce it is not had in remembrance of man, 
neyther in wryting was ever the lyke ſeene r 


read, of the charges of this proviſion, for gold 


and filyer was as faſt ſpent by the French king 
as though it bad-reigned out of the clowds, or 

that it had come out of the fome and e 

of. the ſea.— The French king himſelfe, as 


5 ng as he was, had more minde and defyre to 


this Journey into England, then any other, and 
ſio he ſhewed himielte alwayes to the ende there- 
* And nowe to go forward, every man helped 
to make proviſion for other, and to garniſhe and 


| bewtifie their ſhippes, and to paynt them with 


their armes, and to advance.and male he 


glorious ſhewe to the whole worlde: ＋ as it 


is before fayd; all thay had been reherſed, And 


whatſoever elſe was done in France concerning 


the advauncement of this jorney was well knowen 


in Englande, which brought ſome feare 


ABORg 
them, and rherefore they cauſed dyners generall 
 proceſſions to be made-in every good towns and cige 


with fervent ſpirite and devocion unta 


almightie 
God to be their Proteftour and ſbiald 


again their 
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And yet notwythftanding , there were in 72 lk 
at that tyme more than. a hundreth thouſond. that 
 dGartely wiſhed and dehred that the Frenchmen 
mygbt arryve in Englande. And thoſe luftie young - 
 Jaddes, as triumpbyng among themſelves and their 
 - . _ companions would ſay, let theſe Frenchmen come, 
E t,bere ſhall not one tayle of them returne-agayne into 
| Fraunce. And ſuche-as were in debt and carednot for © 
"  - _- the payment thereof, they, rejoifing greatly at the com- 
dp” ming of the Frenchmen, a aye to their credi- 
dus when they demaunded their debt of them; Sirs, 
be you pacient a little and beare wwyth us, for they 
3 Forge + in Fraunce-newe floreyns wherewith ye ſhall 
payde; And in iruft thereof they ilyved and 
| —— very largely. And when they coulde not | 
Be credited, they ewoulde ſaye, what woulde ye haue 
| = fans it were better for you that we ſhoulde : en i 
- Freely the s of. this realme, rather then the 
- Frenchmen comming bet her ſhould finde and con- 
ums the game. The earle of Sariſbury, who 
. was a right valiant and prudent knight, ſayde 
before the king and hys uncles, and before all 
- "the lords and prelates of England that were 
Ptreſent in counſayle. Sir, my * lord, and 
l ye my lords and other, it ought nat 10 be: mar- 
el veyled at i our adverſary the French king doe 
dene and runne upon us, for fitben the death e, 
dur late ſovereigne king Edward, this noble realme 
/ England hath beene in great hazard and ad- 
=  _- wenture to have beene loft and defiriyed even with 
. Aititzbe letude and naughtie peuple brought up and 
T3 nour bed in the 3 which thing is nat - Hidden 
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: Knowns that we « abi are not in Ae 1 
loue and unite, a ! that maketh, our enimy ſo. bolds., 
Ad hereunto 1 will ſpecyally dire my ſpeeches, to 
move. and exhort that peace, unitie, and love may 
be had amongeft- ourſelves, and. THAT beying frſt 
| had and faithfully and lovyngly graunted of every of = 
- us, we ſhall the better dewyſe the reſiſtaunce and 
doith tantlyng of our foreyn enimies. Nowe when 
the earle of Sariſbury had ended his tale, there 
was no replie made, but with one voice they 
a conſented to enter into deviſes for defence. 
And whereas the taxes and tallages were great 
in Fraunce : in like wiſe at that time they were 
great in Englande, ſo that the b felt reat 
S thereof -. 8 
There were at that time ready. in En and for © 
5 defends, of good fighting men, a hundreth . 
_ - thouſand archers and ten thouſand. menof armes. * | 
Nome the tyme approched, that every man beganne —- 
in Fraunce to ſet forwarde crying and faiying, Now 
let us go on theſe curſed Engliſhemen toho have dane 
* many miſchiefes and wickedneſs in Fraunce the -i 
zyme is at bande, that we ſhall be revenged. - 
ibem for the - death of our fathers,. brethren an-! Z 1 
x ens ad our NE vn * * 
comſited. 


. * 1 a man fwd —.— kgs but 4 a the 
. ſawe it was nede full, ſayde, e e, 9 
menge we be taxed nowe, and fo e of dur goodes to 
8 and fquyeres to defend r herytages and r. 

er was rayſed the ſame tyme in England for the de- 
fence of 2 N more than. two W of * 
Froiflart. 
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S, Al > 
daily there, came downe people from all 88 ; 
in ſüch great numbers that the countrie was 


almoſt eaten up. And to ſay truth, nothing 
| _ remayned'i in the countries; but it was taken from. 


_ them, without making any payment for the 
fame. So that the 3 Comons that had ga- 
thered together their cornes, had nothing left = 
them but ſtrawe, and that alſo Was ken 
am them, and if they made any complaint 
 thetebf, they were eyther beaten or flaine. 
e pondes were fiſhed, there houſes beaten 


downe for fyre wood ſo that if the Engliſhe 


men had arrived in that countrie, they could 
have done them no more hurt neyther waz 
It likely that they would have done fo much 
| Hurt unto them as the Frenchemen did. 

— I when the poorèe pitifully called 58 
m for ſome amends, - they anſwered, - as 


ewe we have no ſilver to pay, but when Ws 


Teturne we will bring inough, and then every 
thing ſhall be fully dre ed and payde. But 
_ oben the of rote people Jatoe their. goodes thus taken 
atady an | ſpent; and they durſt not complaihe 
erke, "they curſed them ' between their I - 
 faying ; Get ye into England, or to the Devil, 


« and Gol graunt that ye never returne againe, 


The Frenche king came nowe to File in 


Flacher, and the report was, that there 


ſhould N into England twenty thouſa 
tes and fquires, twenty thoufand 27 


| bas, and twenty thoufatid of other men *f 


Warre, ö were 1 25 mould enter 
| "EY 


0 T 5 


© | into England, - and remaine in the Belde, be- 
ſyde all the full furniture of the whole 1navie/ 
upon the ſea. Sir Oliver Cliſon was in Britin 
and was appoynted to bring with him, the. Cloſure | 
e the fielde made of tymber, whereof mencion is 
made before. And with the ſayde Sir 'Oliyer: 
Cliſſon, Counſtable of Fraunce, ſhould come 
cout of Briteyn the beſt knightes and ſquires 
therein, for it was the Conſtable's purpofe _ , 
entent, that no man ſhoulde enter into = 
lande without he were a man of armes holes 2 
And he gave charge to the Admirall ſayings - 
take hede that ye charge not our” ſhippeswith - 
Verlettes and Boies, for they ſhalt dd more 
burt than profite; and they ordeyned all — 
bufineſſe in ſo good order, that dyverſe were 
> that opinion, that if they might arrive alſo- 
| ether in England, whereas they entended to 
.. de (and that was 2s Orwell Haven) howe 
that they ſhoulde have put the commtrie in 
greate feare, and o they ſhoulde have done. 
without all doubt. For e great lordes, both 
3 and temporall, and the people of «the 
townes of England were in great doubt: 
ut the commons and poore people made ſmall 
Pe thereof, no more did the Pore — 
tlemen, for they defyred the warre, 3 
leaſe or to winne all. 1 one 
5 another, I truſt God mn ſent s 1 
dior that che French Kiba l ee into whis - 
cCauntrie, he ſheweth himſelfe to beof avatiant - 
courage, and we have not heard of” three 
Ke ts * paſt of 2 French ing of ike 


TO - 


e "$4 12. * 


5 A but "IN doth it to FW bis Wuldiers 
3 good men of warre: and we thanke him that he 
will thus viſite us, for nowe we ſhall attaine to 
ſome riches, or elſe ſhortly. make an ende of 
dur lyves. Nowe the Frenche kinge came downe 
to Liſle, to ſhewe that the jorne pleaſed him, 
| and to come the neerer to his paſfage. And vet 
Al this time the duke of Berry was behinde, 
J fayre and ſoftly, for he had no great 
a appetite to thys Journey of going into Eng- 
nd: But his long taryeng was very diſplea- 
fant unto the king and to the duké of , oat 
5 n and to the .ather lordes, for they, would 2. 
ne have bene gone. Still great proviſion. 
. was made, which was very coſtly and dere unto 
= . | | them, for hate, which Fay ie woorth 7200 
i 8, they payd ten ylling s, and yet 
1 ag ꝗ wy . it, for _ man Pha 
Fred to de well furniſhed, in maner of an 
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appointed than other. And though the-gteat 
3 lordes were well payde their wages, other poore 
= _ felowes bought the bargayne full dere, for ſome 
. 5 dad owing unto them for a moneth's wages, 
= and pet coulde get nothing. The treaſorer of 
1 5 we Lene and 1 of the chamber of accompts 
Wy Hirt, content you untill the next weeke, and 
5 Won ye ſhall be payde, and ſo they were — 
* OR; And if any payment ere made unto them, 
b ® was:but for exabt dayes, when. they were owing 
—_ 2 wweeker. Jo that ſome of the wifer forte, 
'' 8 5 wen they fawe this manner of dealyng, and howe 
=. "0p were ww * e, TO Were eh * 


— 


envie that everie man defyred to be better 


: | pected, that fo one as the money is collefied i 
Jathered ſuc he taxes as were ſet, that then they 


"6 20 e 1 


ond ble, this. wuyoge vill "Th of ſmall eff. = 
for it is moſt lykely, or at leaſt. io be greatly ſafe „ 


will breake this jorney and retorne home agayne inis 
" their gꝛone countreæyes, ng: thoſe which caſt theſk 
doubts, and provided for them nſelves, were 
And dyvers lordes reſorted to the king at Schule, 
to knowe when they ſhould depart. And ever 


it was ſayde unto them, that within three or 
foure dayes, or when the duke of Berry d h 


come, and alſo that we have winde to ſerve us. 
' And thus ever the time paſſed, and the day 
ſhortened, and the yere beganne to waxe foule, 
and colde, and the nightes long, the chicks 
expence and loſſe pf time muche greevedandof- 
fended the lordes, for that their charges vere 
reat and their victualles much diminif 
| The duke of Berry toke his leave at Paris, 
ſayde, „ that he would never enter there : 
untill he had bene in England, although i 


and 


thys tyme the Conſtable of Fraunce departed 


from Lentringer, ſtandyng on the ſea fide in | 


Briteine. He had 72 great ſhippes, 


had with him the Cloſure of the fielde made of 
| iy mer. And they had good winde it me . 
1 1 2 But, when they approched neere 
nglande, the winde roſe ſo fiercely, ane 
as ſo tempeſtuous, about the entrie of Mer- 5 
20 Fate, and the Thamys mouth, that their 
1 were e 1o that 20 * not to- 
5 oth Hue, 
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pered that he thought nothing leſſe. Ano. | 
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- etther Band Tome . were Ariven. Peres ide 
7 bamys and taken by the Engliſhemen, and 
ſpecially there way taken. tb or three ſpippes laden 
_ with parte of the cloſure of tymber that was or- 
=  dayned to cloſe in the fielde, and certeine maſter 
8 © eatpenters and artifiters with them, and ſo they 
wee brought 10 London, - wherat the king 544 Ii 
=. Friat joy, and ſo had all the Londoners a. 
=_- But ttis Conftable and other Lords with much 
3 aine came to Scluſe to the French king. 3 
* the Conftable's commyng and his companie 
3 -.the- French king was right joyfull, and the 
_ ER . fayd unto Him: Sir Oonſtable, when | 
= mall we depart? certainly J have great deſyr : 
d fre England, and mine uncle the duke of 
Betty will be here within theſe two — J 
= and at the laſt the duke came to Scluſe to the 
= - king, and the Counſaile drew together, and | 
= . the duke brake all this purpoſe, and ſayde 
= 27 - flatly, that it was not meete to counſaile the 
French king, being but a childe, to take the 
122 at this f aſon of the vere. And! in the ende 


This e or Wall of wood, was twentie foot i _ 
wa „and conteined in length, or in compaſs, three _ 
thouſand paſes; and at the end of everie twelve paſes 
| Nood a turret, able tb receive ten men; than was higher 

: _ then the reft of the wall by ten feet at the leaſt. The lors 
* Beauchamp, captane of Calis, tooke two ſhips = 

$ 5 With the faid Incſoſure; and alſo, the maſter car- 

df the Inelofure being an Engliſhman borne, buy... % 

niſhed his countrie; two other ſhips were likewiſe tak WP 

bs burthen was pareels of the'foreſaid frame, and the” 

Ap tee "WAS * * apvup n terne, 
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they concluded to differre that voyage until © 
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